Shirley Jones’ Sons Go Show Biz

By VERNON SCOTT

HOLLYWOUD (U1 —
Shivley Jones, who made her
movie debut in "Oklahomg"
N FYSS as o pink-cheeked 18-
year-old, is havieg difficulty
discouraging huer offspring
from dropping their educa.
1on Tor show biz.

Her son, Shaun Cgssidy,
18, stars in the new "Hardy
Boys™ 1elevision series. Son
Pat, 15, who plavs drams and
SIngs with d rroup at his
highschool, isanxiousto
chuck the baoks and jump
frll time into television.

S0 far Shirley’s yaunpest,
Ryan, 11, hasnt shown any
inlerest in becoming an ac-
101 0F SINECN.

ohirlev's stepson, David
Cassidy, set a glowing exam-
pte for his three half-broth-
ers by costarring with hoer ay
g teensger 10 " The Pariridpe
Family™ for Inur years,

Shirley 15 confronted with

e,

the impossible siluation of
tefling ner offspring o get
anvducalion before con-
stdered @ lile of bright lights
dnd preasepaint,

“I've never been in favor
uf childiren going into show
business — especially
Shurley sind, “['ve
walted them 1o have a good
education first, It's especial-
Iy important fer boys. Their
Latherapreed with me on
thiat.”

shiriey way divorced from
thi late Juck Cassidy several
veurs apn. During the last
veurs ol Cassidy's life he
was estranged from his son,
[tavid. Indeed, [lavid was
closer to his stepmother
than he wias to his father.

Jiuck and Shirley shared
the thought that David's
booming career had played
animportant part in the
Fataeyr-san estrangement,

Sile has gone to groeat
lengths o prevent any such
eLurenee i ker own fami-
[y,

“show business is so un-
slable 1 fee] my sons should
be mrepared 1o do other
thing sz, Shirley said.

V(o ihe other side of the
coin, Shaun, Pal and Ryan
haave orownup i a success-
ful theatriesl Family. They
il arcusiomed 10 seeing
Futhare. Jacx had an enor-
moeusly  successful  carcer,
and Lord kanows I've been
warking steadily since they
werer b,

CIEthey "3 ever had any
doubts, the bovs only had w
Tonk a1t Doavid who was an
ido] Ter four vears. They sat
arcund 1he welevision sel and
watenedevervone ol our
Purtridpe Family® episades.

Thern 12avia would come
over 2o tne house and 1alk 1o
them abourl e exctement
and Fun ke was having.

A nar friends are show

Shirley Jones

Toik. S0 my arpuments
apanst gning imle the busi-
ness mysl seund pretly
weik.

“And when 1 ell them how
imporiant an education 1s,
they are hapay o potnt out
that neither Jack nor T wem
to college - and neither did
Bawvid.”

Shirleyv has mixed feelings
about Shaur's sudder fame
1 "The Hurdy Pny:” Natu-
rally, she's pleases with his
success hotl ~ske worrioy
about 1t (g,

“1f1he skaw becames a
smash b she speouiated,
“and Shaun heeomes o <om.
salion Fohe Tavid was, |
wonder what ¢lfect it will
Pave o bie ile

USttaun and | oare terrihlv
close and we talk the situg-
ton over a2l the rime. Bod |
rementher o cleariy when
he was in Ligh schoal ow he
wanted (o drop ot and 1Gar
with his hanrd.

“Fortundately, Shaun has
seenthe goodand the b
that has Bappened o David,
And David has discussed the
pittails of stardam with the
hovs

“One uf the things David
lcarned was that if you
speadd yearawayfroma
shaw husiness career you're
Farpatien very gquickly. Ye
Il was his choice 10 back off
and get his hearings.

“I'm happy David is ecn-
nomically independent. He's
married now and he has o
Qg ranen v

afirley recalled = tauching
inag:ment when she tnok
Shaun 1a the William &orris
Ageney for Dilm and telesi.
ston representation. William
Moerrls had been her apent
far more Lthan 28 vears.

“Ape Lastlogel, the man
who sipned me 10 my ficsy
canlract, aiso stpned Shaun,”

>he said. “Abe sat down and
cricd when Shaun and 1
wulked in together.”

Lhirley, who won the QOs-
cir in 1961 for best support-
ing actress in “Elmer Gan.
lry,” has seen enough ups
ad  downs, trapedies and
triumiphs 1 Hollywood to
realize there are more ful-
filling careers in other
[ leds.

“f'dratherseemyboys
rumping gas than be rich,
famous, mixed np and un-
lappy in show business, "
she said.

"I they won't take my
advice, | hope at least that
Jack and I gave them good
Inundations and values —
bul you never know."




